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1. This framing of the revolt as precursor and template for subsequent
Arab-Israeli clashes is indebted to Kenneth W. Stein, “The Intifada and the
1936—-39 Uprising: A Comparison,’ Journal of Palestine Studies 19, no. 4

(July 1,1990): 64—66, passim.

2. “The first significant Arab attempt to gain mastery in Palestine came
not in the late 1940s but in the late 1930s, and in many ways it is the most
interesting,”’ notes James P. Jankowski. “Only at this time . . . did Palestine
assume its central position in Arab perceptions.” Jankowski, “The
Palestinian Arab Revolt of 1936-1939,” Muslim World 63, no. 3 ( July

1973): 220, 230.

3. Baruch Kimmerling and Joel S. Migdal write, "The revolt helped to
create a nation—even while crippling its social and political basis."
Kimmerling and Migdal , The Palestinian People: A History (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 2003), 102, 131. Per Ghassan Kanafani, a
novelist and militant spokesman assassinated by Israel in 1972: “In the

whole history of the Palestinian struggle the armed popular revolt was
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never closer to victory.” Kanafani, The 1936-39 Revolt in Palestine

(London: Tricontinental Society, 1972, 1980), 48.

4. Anita Shapira sees mainstream Zionism shifting in this era from a
defensive to an offensive ethos: “The basic psychological and moral
decision was made at the time of the Arab Rebellion.” Shapira, Land and
Power: The Zionist Resort to Force, 1881-1948 (Oxford; New York: Oxford
University Press, 1992), 219-22, 250-54, 270. On Zionist illusions see
Yehoyada Haim, Abandonment of Illusions: Zionist Political Attitudes
Toward Palestinian Arab Nationalism, 1936—-1939 (London; New York:

Routledge, 1983), passim.

5. Matthew Hughes notes: “The literature—in Arabic, English and
Hebrew—on the revolt is exiguous.” Hughes, “The Banality of Brutality:
British Armed Forces and the Repression of the Arab Revolt in Palestine,
1936-39,” English Historical Review CXXIV, no. 507 (April 1, 2009):

315.

6. Ted Swedenburg, Memories of Revolt: The 1936—-1939 Rebellion and
the Palestinian National Past (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1995), xxii. One book was published within a decade of the revolt: John

Marlowe, Rebellion in Palestine (London: Cresset Press, 1946). Yet it was
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based on private experience and conversation, not historical

documentation, which naturally remained classified.

7. Yuval Arnon-Ohanah, Mered Arvi be-Eretz Israel 1936-1939 [The
Arab Revolt in the Land of Israel, 1936-1939] ( Jerusalem: Ariel, 2013).
One other Hebrew work is, like Hughes’s, a military-history study of the
counterinsurgency: Yigal Eyal, Ha Intifada ha-Rishona: Dikui ha-Mered
ha-Arvi al-Yede ha-Tsava ha-Briti be-Eretz-Yisrael, 1936—1939 [The
“First Intifada”: The Oppression (sic) of the Arab Revolt by the British

Army, 1936-1939] (Tel Aviv: Maarachot, 1998).

8. Mustafa Kabha, “The Courts of the Palestinian Arab Revolt, 1936-39,”
in Untold Histories of the Middle FEast, ed. Amy Singer, Christoph K.
Neumann, and Selguk AkSin Somel (London; New York: Routledge, 2011),
197. Kabha has done more than anyone in recent years to close the gap in
Arabic. In 2009 he co-authored the first significant Arabic work on the
revolt: a one-thousand-page lexicon of combatants and commanders based
on archival documents and oral testimony. Mustafa Kabha and Nimer
Serhan, Sijil al-Qadah wal-Thuwar wal-Mutatawi’in li-Thawrat 1936—
1939 [Lexicon of Commanders, Rebels, and Volunteers of the 1936-1939
Revolt] (Kafr Qara, Israel: Dar Elhuda, 2009). One earlier book in Arabic

is Subhi Yasin, Thawrah al-Arabiyah al-Kubra [The Great Arab Revolt]
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(Cairo, 1959). Swedenburg observes that Yasin is useful on certain details
but otherwise “highly unreliable.” Swedenburg, Memories of Revolt, 21,

215n36.

9. Matthew Hughes, Britain’s Pacification of Palestine: The British Army,
the Colonial State, and the Arab Revolt, 1936-1939 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2019). Matthew Kraig Kelly, The Crime of
Nationalism: Britain, Palestine, and Nation-Building on the Fringe of
Empire (Oakland: University of California Press, 2017). At the time of this
book’s publication, Charles W. Anderson was also writing a history of the
revolt “from below”; see Anderson, " State Formation from Below and the
Great Revolt in Palestine," _Journal of Palestine Studies 47, no. 1

(November 1, 2017): 50.

10. This is not to suggest there were not Jews hopine for eventual statehood
or fearing mass killing in Europe, or that there were not Arabs who feared
dispossession and eviction by Zionists, but that no one knew if, when, or
how their fears would be realized. Most Palestine residents likely expected

the Mandate to last at least several more decades.

11. The quote is from William Faulkner.
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5. The Zionist interlocutor was Victor Jacobson. Yaakov Sharett and Rina
Sharett, eds., Shoher Shalom: Hebetim u-Mabatim al Moshe Sharett [A
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Aviv: Moshe Sharett Heritage Institute, 2008), 536ff.

6. Philip Mattar, The Mufti of Jerusalem (New York: Columbia University
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